[General considerations in the management of paediatric injuries].
This report discusses the differences between the paediatric and adult musculoskeletal system. Consideration is given to preventive measures and the epidemiology and aetiology of fractures in relation to the developmental milestones in children. The principles of growth disturbances (overgrowth or growth arrest) and their management are presented. Pitfalls in diagnosis and different treatment options for paediatric fractures are discussed. Doctor-patient communication at different stages of growth and the importance of respecting the opinion of the child in management planning is emphasised.